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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Pre-Appeal Conference 

1 . Applicant's request for reconsideration of the finality of the rejection of the last Office 
action is persuasive and, therefore, the finality of that action is withdrawn. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 195 is objected to because of the following informalities: a comma is suggested in 
the second limitation of claim 195 between "assembling new content data" and "the attributes". 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

3. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

4. Claims 195 and 202-203 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention 
is directed to non-statutory subject matter. Claims 195 and 202-203 are directed towards a 
system that comprises only software sections. Because these claims are directed towards 
software per se they do not fall into a statutory category of invention. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 195-203 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent Number 6,006,265 to Rangan et al. in view of U.S. Patent Number 6,876,974 to Marsh et 
al. 

7. As to claim 195, Rangan teaches a data-providing system comprising: a first data- 
transmitting section configured to transmit a continuous stream of content data including 
multimedia content groups, each including program data and auxiliary data items (col. 10, lines 
12-47, the hypervideo is the program data and the hyperlinks are auxiliary data items); an edit 
control section configured to perform an editing operation on the attributes of each program data 
and auxiliary data items thereby automatically assembling new content data (col. 12, lines 42- 
62); and a second data transmitting section configured to select the auxiliary data items to be 
inserted into the program data in accordance with the new content data assembled by the edit 
control section, thereby to transmit a continuous stream of adapted content data that includes 
multimedia groups, each including the program data and the auxiliary data items (col. 10, lines 
12-47); however, Rangan does not explicitly teach attributes including a conflict attribute 
identifying associated content data which is precluded from assembly with predetermined other 
content data for providing new content data. 

Rangan does teach the inclusion of advertisement content within the content data (col. 12, 
lines 42-62). Marsh teaches a system for managing advertisements wherein attributes including 
a conflict attribute identifying associated content data which is precluded from assembly with 
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predetermined other content data for providing new content data (Marsh, col. 9, line 66-col. 10, 
line 21). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the Computer Networking art at the 
time of the invention to combine the teachings of Rangan regarding a data-providing system for 
transmitting multimedia content including advertisements with the teachings of Marsh regarding 
a conflict attribute for precluding the assembly of conflicting content because an advertiser 
would not want its ads assembled with a competitor (Marsh, col. 10, lines 3-4). 

8. As to claim 196, Rangan teaches a system comprising: a data server apparatus configured 
to change the order of the items of the new content data which has been assembled by the edit 
control section and which includes multimedia content groups, each including the program data 
and the auxiliary data items, and configured to output the items of new content data in the order 
changed, thereby to transmit the new content data (col. 2, line 61 -col. 3, line 15, hypervideo can 
be arranged in any unique order). 

9. As to claim 197, Rangan teaches a system comprising: a data server apparatus configured 
to skip certain auxiliary data items contained in the new content which as been assembled by the 
edit control section and which includes multimedia content groups, each including the program 
data and the auxiliary data items, thereby to transmit the new content data (col. 4, lines 9-32). 

10. As to claim 198, Rangan teaches a system comprising a data server apparatus configured 
to transmit additional auxiliary data items, together with the new content data which has been 
assembled by the edit control section and which includes multimedia content groups, each 
including the program data and the auxiliary data items (col. 12, lines 42-62). 
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11. As to claim 1 99, Rangan teaches a system wherein the data server apparatus acquires the 
additional auxiliary data items from an external system, by the use of the edit control section 
(col. 11, lines 4-19, URL's such as that of Ford must be acquired externally, i.e. from Ford). 

12. As to claim 200, Rangan teaches a system wherein the data server apparatus incorporates 
a generator to generate additional auxiliary data items (col. 12, lines 42-62). 

13. As to claim 201 , Rangan teaches a system comprising a data terminal apparatus 
configured to change the order of the items of the new content data which has been assembled by 
the edit control section and which includes multimedia content groups, which including the 
program data and the auxiliary data items, and configured to transmit the items of the new 
content data in the order changed (col. 23, lines 30-35, the client can record the content and thus 
change the order the video is transmitted to the monitor). 

14. As to claim 202, Rangan teaches a system wherein the auxiliary data items include, at 
least, a validity term and conditions relative to the assignment of rights for editing attributes of 
the auxiliary data item (col. 28, lines 33-50). 

15. As to claim 203, Marsh teaches a system wherein the conflict attribute identifies a list of 
conflicting content provider entities (col. 9, line 66-col. 10, line 21). 

Conclusion 

16. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Douglas B. Blair whose telephone number is (571) 272-3893. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00am-5:30pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Caldwell can be reached on (571) 272-3868. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Douglas Blair 





ANDREW CALDWELL 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 



